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Figure 15-2 presents the weighted daily volume of speeches made by 
Democratic and Republican members of Congress. Across panels, the four series 
often peak at roughly the same periods, when members of Congress debated dif-
ferent aspects of the war. At least three major peaks in the volume and valence of 
the congressional rhetoric warrant mention. The first spike captures the October 
2003 debate over the initial $87 billion supplemental appropriations bill to fund 
continued military operations and reconstruction in Iraq. The debate precipitated 
the first major outburst of Democratic opposition to the war; yet, it also prompted 
among Republicans and many Democrats a vigorous defense of the Bush 
Administration’s war policies. A second bump in congressional speeches emerged 
around the 400-day mark of the war with the revelations of prisoner abuse at 
Abu Ghraib. The disclosure prompted increased attacks on the administration’s 
prosecution of the war from many Democrats, but also a spike in supportive state-
ments from Republicans and from some Democrats reiterating their commitment 
to the war effort despite the setbacks. A final surge in activity appeared in response 
to Representative John Murtha’s (D-Penn.) call for withdrawing American forces 
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Source: Compiled by authors.

Note: This figure summarizes patterns in congressional floor speeches regarding the Iraq war 
from March 2003 to May 2006.  Because of significant variations in length and focus, each 
speech is weighted by the number of words it devoted to discussion of the war in Iraq. For 
more details on the coding and construction of these speech measures, we refer readers to 
the Online Appendix at http://people.bu.edu/dkriner. 

Figure 15-2  �Congressional Speeches Supporting and Opposing 
George W. Bush


